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An example of the artwork that used to adorn the walls of RAF Bottisham
when the USAAF were stationed there. The only remaining intact piece of
wall featuring an Atlantic liner, is part of the BAMG museum at the Legion.



Letter from America

Many will remember the radio programme of this name that ran for years under
the guidance of Alistair Cooke. Well, by the time you read this we will have
returned from a trip to the North West of America and the West coast of Canada.
The wonders of the internet and computers means that I can sit here thousands of
miles away, on the deck at my sister’s house in Pullman, (where we came to celebrate her 70th
Birthday), and carry on the preparation of your June Cresset! 

Once I have done that, we travel North and West to Vancouver. We will drive through
some beautiful and dramatic scenery on the way and then on up the Sunshine coast North
of Vancouver to stay with friends, where we will have another bash for my 65th. 

Now for my obligatory reference to the weather.
The day before we left, I was cutting the grass at home in my shorts. Summer was

clearly coming and the long johns could finally get washed and put away till the autumn.
But when we picked up the hire car in Calgary the next day, I opened the boot and wondered
what this two foot long brush with scraper was for. It all became clear when I realised that
I had to clear 3 inches of snow off the car before we could set off!

Two days of snow gradually turned to sunny weather and a week later it is now in the
20’s and forecast to go higher. Admittedly we have driven about 500 miles south, but I hope
we have seen the last of the bad weather.

Lots in the Magazine this month as a whole raft of summer activities get off the ground.
Village fetes, Church Fetes and Fun days abound. Hopefully we will all get some decent

weather this summer, (that is what the sages forecast) and we can enjoy the great outdoors
and get the old BBQ brushed off. 

Amongst the many articles in the Magazine, you must read the detail on the Church bells. If
there is one thing which characterises Bottisham, it is its Church and its peel of bells. We are very
lucky, not only to have them, but also to have the dedicated team of ringers who do the arm work. 

The bells in the tower of Holy Trinity are in very poor repair and in need of fairly urgent
attention. As they have now got the necessary permissions to go ahead with the work, the
serious business of trying to raise rather a lot of money is starting. There are three potential
donors: the Church Buildings Council, The Ely Diocesan Bell Fund and the Heritage
Lottery Fund. They are unlikely to get more than £4,000 from CBC, if successful and
possibly something similar from the Diocese. However, HLF are potentially the body that
could provide perhaps 50% of the total needed to aim at, about £65,000 + VAT! 

HLF require that there has to be a clear Community element. This means that there
needs to be seen to be a wish by us all, that the bells are valued and wanted  The note from
Mike Young is self-explanatory and they are quietly confident that most people do want the
bells to ring out, but we need to tell them. Do read the article and I think we should all
respond to his request. How many of us knew that we had a bell that could have been heard
by Elizabeth the 1st!  They are a valuable piece of our village history and this would give
us the chance to ensure that future generations continue to enjoy them.

Tony Jolley completes his research into the background to recreation areas in the village
and Gerry Daish expands on his football and all things sporting.

Finally I received the Obituary for Ed Rank that was in one of the science magazines
and I thought readers might be interested in what goes on behind the Garage.

Enjoy the warming weather and I shall give you more next month, when we get back.
PW
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Based in Bottisham Primary School grounds,
we offer lots of fun & structured play with 
caring qualified staff in a safe environment.

Playgroup for 2½ years onwards
Sessions run on a Monday,Tuesday,Thursday and
Friday morning, 9am – 12noon and afternoons
12.15 – 3.15pm depending on demand. £8.00 per session.

Pre-playgroup for 2 to 2½ years
Creative play sessions for 2 to 2½ year olds with 
their mums, dads or childminders every Wednesday
morning 9.15 – 11.15am.  £6.50 per session

Places now available, please call 01223 813226 for more information!
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Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

Email the Editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 

Holy Trinity, Bottisham  -  Services in June 2014

Sun 1st  11 a.m. Holy Communion Revd Elizabeth Caswell

Wed 4th 8 p.m. Compline by Candlelight led by Dr Sarah Maxwell
Sun 8th Whit Sunday

11 a.m. Family Service with Baptism Revd Sue Giles

Sunday 15th 8 a.m. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

Revd Lawrie Marsh

11 a.m. Morning Prayer Dr Sarah Maxwell
Sunday 22nd Trinity Sunday

Churchathon A sequence of short services in the churches of

the Anglesey Group, starting at Swaffham Prior (9 a.m.), then

on to Swaffham Bulbeck (10.15 a.m.), Lode (11.30 a.m.,

followed by a picnic lunch), Quy (2.45 p.m.) and Bottisham

(4.15 p.m., followed by a BBQ!) Details of the services will be

on the churchyard gate and on the notice board in the porch of

Holy Trinity. You don’t have to be at every service!

Sunday 29th 11 a.m. Family Service with Baptism Revd Sue Giles

Please note the changes from our usual pattern of services.
Details of other services in the Benefice are on the notice board in the church.
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Holy Trinity Church 

The Bells of Holy Trinity Church Bottisham

The bells of Bottisham church have been a part of village life for over 400 years. Had
Good Queen Bess – Elizabeth I – visited Bottisham she could have heard our oldest bell
ring out (cast c. 1590). Only the treble is a recent addition (1976), the remaining 5 all dating
from before 1640. The bells still ring out, but are becoming increasingly difficult to ring and
the advice from three different bell foundries is that they require fairly urgent attention. If
we do nothing the time will come quite soon when they will ring out no more. This is a big,
complicated and expensive project. Just getting them out of the tower is not simple.

Our main hope for a major contribution to the cost is the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF).
However, it is not sufficient that the bells themselves clearly meet the heritage criterion, we
also have to be able to demonstrate that there is a benefit for the community. Practically
everybody we have spoken to say that they love to hear the bells, no matter whether they
are churchgoers or not. We suspect that even those living at the ends of the village, where
the bells may not always be audible, would feel that this a feature of village life that they
would be sad to lose. However, to give our application to HLF the greatest weight, we need
to be able to provide hard and fast evidence that the people of Bottisham do share our view.

To obtain this evidence we propose to put a note through every letterbox in the village.
It will ask those who share our view of the importance of the bells as a part of the fabric of
the life of the village to communicate this to us. We hope to provide a means of doing this
electronically via the internet, and, for those not on the internet, a suitable point where
replies can be dropped off. The note will also invite any comments you may have on the
bells; not essential, but could be very helpful to us.

Please do take the time to give us your view; it is very important for our application to
HLF. In a world in which we are all constantly asked for feedback, we realise that yet
another request is not going to be welcomed with joy, but please do try and find 5 minutes
to let us know what you think. Mike Young (Churchwarden)
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BRITISH ARMED FORCES and VETERANS DAY

In 2006 the Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, launched a British Armed Forces and
Veterans Day to be observed each year. With its focus on our surviving veterans it
was intended to complement commemorative events and become as familiar and
respected as Remembrance Sunday which quite properly remembers and honours
those who died serving their country. 

In 2009 the Government decided that henceforth the last Saturday in June should
be known as British Armed Forces and Veterans Day. This is to enable us to
recognise the dedication and sacrifices of our present serving Armed Forces who do
a sterling job in defending our country and our liberty. The Day also seeks to
recognise those Veterans who have served their country in the past and continue to
do so by serving their community in their everyday lives.

To mark this occasion and to show our recognition and appreciation of all that our
Armed Forces and Veterans are currently doing on our behalf the Bottisham Branch
of the Royal British Legion will be holding a commemorative church Service in
Holy Trinity Church Bottisham on Sunday 29th June commencing at 3.00pm.
After the Service there will be a reception and refreshments in the Royal British
Legion Club.

Everyone is invited to join us for this occasion.

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH ALL WHO SERVE

The Royal British Legion Social Club

The Royal British Legion, Bottisham & District Branch,
31 Downing Close, Bottisham, Cambridge CB25 9BA

Tel. 01223 812063  www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Royal British Legion - Bottisham & District Branch

The Royal British Legion Bottisham & District Branch was privileged to be
invited to attend a World War 1 Centenary Memorial event at Bottisham Village
College on 7th May. The Branch was represented by standard bearer Peter
Rayment, Ken York, John Overton and Alf Laister.

In the course of a special Year 9 assembly, students heard about World War
1 and listened to readings and some original music compositions. This is preparatory to a
visit they are making to the Somme area. 

A memorial garden has been established in the college grounds featuring an impressive
display of poppies. The fallen were honoured with the Exhortation, last post and a 
minutes silence.

GILES BREAM PENSION FUND
Applications are invited from widows or widowers to receive a quarterly pension from the
above charity. Applicants must be of good character and have lived in the Parish of
Bottisham at least seven years. Please contact the clerk to the trustees for an application
form. All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

Clerk to the trustees: Coral Hatley, 29 Mill Road, Lode, CB25 9EN 
e-mail: coralhatley@gmail.com  Tel: 01223 811457
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The Group held its AGM on 24th April at Bottisham Village College when the Chair – Sylvia
Thomson welcomed 36 members plus Doctors Higham and Shackleton. She presented her
report which you can read at www.bottishammedicalpractice.nhs.uk/ppg.aspx together
with the minutes of the meeting. Concerns were raised about possible increases in population
due to planned house building and the impact on the Practice. Further concerns were
expressed over the high number of appointments missed. The highlight of the evening was an
extremely interesting and informative talk by Dr Shackleton on Coping with Depression,
which generated a variety of questions. Leaflets were available for those who wished to
register an interest in the Cambridge and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust which is
responsible for local mental health services. The election of officers resulted in Sylvia
Thomson as Chair, Jenny Langdon as Secretary, and Christopher Welton as Treasurer, all
continuing for another year. Steve Gilson, Roger Liles, Carole Stevens, Richard Braun, Penny
Irwin and Elizabeth Mitchell all volunteered to serve on the committee for another year.
Proposed activities for 2014/15 were: a talk by a Dementia Champion; another Heart Start
first aid session; and something focusing on children’s health. Any Other Business brought a
query about the annual patient survey being limited to 2 weeks in January and to patients
attending during that period. It was explained that this was an NHS standard, but that patients
could complete the questionnaire online or by collecting a copy from the surgery. Dr Higham
emphasised that any complaints could be directed to the Practice at any time.  

The appointments system
In one two-week period in April 66 PATIENTS MISSED THEIR APPOINTMENTS.

Yes, really! These included appointments made on the day for urgent reasons. 11 hours of
doctor’s time was wasted. The Practice is struggling to cope with an increased demand for
appointments, at the same time as working with decreased funding. If you cannot keep an
appointment please phone the surgery on 01223 810030 so that it can be given to another patient.

Car parking at the surgery
The increased demand from patients has put more pressure on the parking spaces available

at busy times. Double yellow lines have been painted along the entrance road to prevent parking
which blocks the way for emergency ambulances, of which several are called each week. Please
respect them and if there isn’t a free parking space, please park on Tunbridge Lane.

The Older People’s Integrated Service
There is still time to contribute to the public consultation on the proposals to improve

older people’s healthcare and adult community services in Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough which runs until 16th June 2014. Copies of the consultation document and
questionnaire are online at: www.cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk; available by
phone: 01223 725304; by post from: Freepost Plus RSCR-GSGK-XSHK, Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough CCG, Lockton House, Clarendon Road, Cambridge CB2 8FH; or email:
engagement@cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk. Have your say by completing
the questionnaire and/or attending the final consultation meeting in Cambridge on 6th June
at 10.00 am–12 noon at the Central Library, Lion Yard.

Walking Group
The next walk will start at 11.00 am from the surgery car park on Wednesday 11th June. Our

walk leader Steve Gilson will be away after that so watch this space for future dates.
Bottisham Patients’ Group Committee

Bottisham Patients’ Group
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• Drains Unblocked Fast

• Toilets, Baths and Sinks

• Guttering and Downpipes

• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys

• High Pressure Water Jetting

• Domestic and industrial

• All Work Guaranteed
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Carpentry Services

TONY MARTIN

Over 30 years experience

Any carpentry jobs

undertaken — BIG or small

Call Tony 
for a free estimate

Tel: 01223 812786

(Bottisham)

Mobile: 07767475987

Our April Meeting was a Spring Social gathering.  The meeting began with feedback from the
Spring Diocesan Day held at Milton on 5th April.  The members then enjoyed an Easter and
Spring-time quiz and word games followed by tea and biscuits and Bring & Buy Stall.  

Our meetings usually take place on the third Thursday of each month starting at 2.30 in
Lode Chapel.  

On June 19th Arwen Folkes will be speaking to us about 'Life in training at Westcott
House.'  You are most welcome to come along and join us.  Jill Jenyn

Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 June. 
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

We held our first meeting on the 6th of May and everyone enjoyed seeing the variety of
projects and exchanging views and some of us came away with renewed enthusiasm and the
desire to try something new. We have also decided to call ourselves Bottisham In Stitches to
avoid confusion with In Stitches at Lode. Our next meeting is Tues 3rd June and will be the
1st Tues each month from 7pm - 9pm at Queens Court Downing Close. Everyone welcome
rediscover those projects that have been hidden away in cupboards or start something new.

For further info call Pat 811498 or Miriam 813548

Bottisham In Stitches
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Dear Editor,
In reply to Tracy Rusks letter in Mays edition of the Cresset, I can concur that I too am fed

up with seeing dog mess left on the pavements around Bottisham, most noticeable on the High
Street. This appears to a recent phenomenon as I have never noticed it to this extent before! 

As a dog owner who always picks up and has supply of bags in every coat pocket, I do not
want to be tarred with the same brush as irresponsible dog owners. Neither do I want to feel
embarrassed when I walk past dog poo left on the pavement, worried that the next pedestrian
will think i was the lazy dog owner that left it there! Thankfully in this village the irresponsible
dog owners are in the minority! If you are one of them please clear up after your dog, it only
takes a second or two! If you are unable to do it yourself, take someone with you who can.

Sarah

To the Editor

Edmund Rank 1921-2014
(extract from Obituary published in one of the colloid science journals)

Edmund Rank, founder of the scientific instrument company Rank Brothers Ltd, died
recently, aged 93 years. Edmund was born in West Hartlepool, in the north of England, and
moved to the village of Bottisham, near Cambridge, with his family when he was a young boy.
Bottisham remained his home for the rest of his life. He met his future wife, Joyce, at the village
school and they were married in 1947.

After leaving school, Edmund worked first in a shoe shop and then for the Pye electronics
company as an instrument maker. He used his skills after joining the Royal Navy to work on
minesweepers during World War 2. Edmund was on board one of the minesweepers that carried
out preparations before the Normandy landings in 1944.

After the war Edmund took a job at Crystal Structures Ltd in Cambridge and ended up
managing the company, until he and his brother Albert built a garage and workshop in Bottisham

High Street in 1957. This was the origin of Rank Brothers Ltd,
and scientific instruments made by the company have become
very well-known and respected internationally. The company
is still thriving today, under Edmund’s son Peter.

To colloid scientists, Rank Brothers Ltd is probably best
known for micro-electrophoresis instruments. The first of
these, the Mk I, was based on a design of Seaman and
Bangham at Cambridge University, and it was eventually
superseded by the Mk II version, which found its way into
laboratories all over the world. The Rank Mk II micro-
electrophoresis instrument is widely regarded as one of the
best commercial zeta potential devices ever made. Even

today, there are many in use and the Mk II is still listed on the Rank Brothers web site.
Aside from his professional life, Edmund played a large part in the local community. He was

a philanthropic supporter of many Bottisham organisations, including the Bottisham Village
College and Holy Trinity Church. He was president of the Bottisham Bowling Club and an active
member of the Royal British Legion. Edmund had a great love of gardening and was very
generous in distributing his plants and produce to locals and visitors. 

Edmund passed away peacefully on 29 March 2014, with Joyce and close family by his side.
His legacy will live on, both in the local community and in the scientific world.

Rank Mk II Micro-Electrophoresis
Instrument
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WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR CARPETS 
OR UPHOLSTERY CLEANED?

HAYDEN IS LOCAL TO THE AREA,
OFFERING FREE QUOTATIONS 
AND ADVICE.

HAYDEN
THE CLEANING SPECIALIST

MerryWooD

8 LODE RD., BOTTISHAM CB25 9DJ
01223 813766 OR 07919 561665

 

HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD
(Previously N. E. & S. Harrison)

N.C.S.
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT

● BIRDS NESTS REMOVED

● OIL&GAS BOILERS

● SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED

● SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING

● INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS

● FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED

● BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED

● GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED

● GENERAL PLUMBING WORK

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL 

07824 727277 or 01638 662760
EMAIL

NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK
WEBSITE

www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk 

*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount
Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance
- Competitive rates -

OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally & efficiently

clean ovens, ranges, Agas, 

ceramic hobs, extractors,

microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job, why

not give me a call?

Contact Paddy Kelly on

Tel: 01638 742703

Mob: 07752 631343

Email: info@ovenpad.com

Website: www.ovenpad.com
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IN STITCHES
A NeW GroUP

If you love 
Knitting, Crochet, or Sewing, 

or would like to learn,
come along and join us!

Queens Court
1st Tuesday of each Month  

7pm – 9pm

For further details call 
Pat on 811498 

or 
Miriam 813548
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DOG FOULING
There have been reports once more of dog mess being left on the ground or discarded

in bags. If you see persons doing this and you know for sure where they live or their car
registrations, please report this to the District Council. They will receive a visit from the
Environmental Enforcement Officer. It is an offence to leave mess on the ground or
discarded in bags, which includes footpaths and pavements and all places where the public
are entitled to be. Leaving it in bags is also an offence. It is not an excuse not knowing
where a dog has been, for instance if it has been let off a lead, or not carrying a bag to put
the mess in.

PLANNING
The Committee has approved the Environment Statement stage in the planning

applications for two large housing schemes either side of Lynn Road, between Ely and
Chettisham. These would allow up to 2,000 homes, together with open space, play areas
and parks, ponds and lakes, cycle paths, playing fields, allotments, schools, a care home and
retail and business units. The Committee was assured that drainage issues have been
addressed to protect the sites and nearby land.

The Planning Inspector has considered that the Crystal Structures Site, off Tunbridge
Lane in Bottisham, should not be in the new Local Plan, since it is already an employment
site within the Development Envelope and other policies in the Plan cover such sites. The
District Council continues to envisage the site, as in the Bottisham Village Vision, being
developed for a mixed-use scheme delivering 15 dwellings and employment for 64 persons.
A planning application has since been received for a purely residential development for this
site for 24 dwellings. The application and replies from consultees may be seen on the ECDC
website under 14/00359/FUL. The application will be considered by the Planning
Committee at a public meeting in Ely, usually held on the first Wednesday of the month,
possibly in June or during a later month.

HOUSING GRANTS
Officers have recently discussed with Councillors the problems faced by reduced

Government funding to provide adaptations to improve access to and within homes for
disabled residents. These should be provided, regardless of tenure, up to a cost of £30,000,
but do depend on the financial situation of residents. There are also discretionary grants and
loans to improve habitation for vulnerable residents and grants for smaller work up to a cost
of £2,000. There is increasing demand because residents, old and young, are fortunately
living longer, but often with a disability. Recently, Sanctuary Hereward have agreed to
provide 40% of the cost of disabled facilities in homes they own, with the remainder
coming from ECDC. The District Council should be contacted for help in all cases.

RETAINING COMMUNITY FACILITIES
There may be planning implications if owners of buildings or land used by the local

community require a change of use, or development work to be carried out. Planning
decisions are made in accordance to the Local Plan. If there is a loss, or partial loss, of
community facilities, replacement or upgraded facilities may need to be provided elsewhere
from funds arising from proceeds. Assets of Community Value may be officially registered
under the Localism Act. 

Dist Cllrs Robert Stevens and Kevin Ellis

East Cambs District Councillors’ NotesBOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR VACANCY
There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council. If you wish to apply 

or find out more information please contact: Christine Bryant, Chair – Tel: 811767 

or Claire Fullwood, Clerk – Tel: 07914 219732 (e-mail: clerk@bottishampc.org.uk)

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 June. 
Please send material to the editor at

cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SELL OR WANT TO BUY OR EVEN TO SWAP, THEN

THIS PAGE IS YOURS TO USE. Please send details of item, price and landline phone number

to the Editor at the Cresset. You can e-mail details to Cresset@Bottishampc.org.uk. Post them to

94 High St. (or put them through the letterbox). Alternatively you can telephone 811402 and leave

the details. Entries by 12th of the month for next months issue. Max 5 items.

DESCRIPTION PRICE TEL
1 male older style bike, not used for a while £10 812676
1 ladies smaller shopper bike, also not used recently £10 812676
Alko Dynamic Garden Shedder/Mulcher, new blade fitted £40 811608
40 paving slabs 18" X 18" all in good condition £40 ONO 811420
Solid mahogany tall glass fronted cabinet for music centre with 

storage for cd's etc.  Opening hinged top for turntable.  
Highly polished and still in very good condition Offers 811420

Sales, Wants and Swaps

BARBEQUE SAFETY:

The sun has finally arrived, so I amm sure that
some residents will soon be enjoying a tasty
barbeque – but all barbeques can get out of control if care is not taken. 
Please follow our top tips for a safe barbeque:

• After winter storage, check your barbeque for serviceability including gas pipes and
the burners. Ideally clean it out after last year’s useage.

• Place your barbeque on level ground where it will not tip over.
• Site your barbeque away from sheds, fences, overhanging foliage and the house.
• Keep children and garden games well away from the cooking area.
• Never leave your barbeque unattended.
• When cooking is finished, ensure that the barbeque is cool before moving it
• NEVER pour petrol or other highly flammable liquids over any barbeque. 

For more advice about barbeque safety, please log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk/firesafety.

On another note – Floating Sky Lanterns. 
CFRS strongly advise both members of the public and commercial organisations NOT

to purchase or release floating sky lanterns, sometimes known as Chinese lanterns. These
are considered to be a fire hazard to buildings, outdoor structures such as sheds, crops and
trees. Additionally, we note the concerns of other organisations with regard to
environmental pollution, dangers to animals and issues with aviation. Michael White

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service
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Accessing Adult 
Social Care Services

Social Care is personal and practical support to help people
live their lives by supporting them to maintain their
independence and dignity and ensuring they have choice
and control over the support they receive. Many people don’t
think about social care until they or someone they know
need support, and then find they are unsure about where to
find information or how to access the services they need. 

Adult social care customer services are the initial point of
contact for all social care enquiries. The trained staff knows
about the services available and can offer advice on who
else may be able to help. Call them on 0345 045 5202. You
can also find out more about adult social care in
Cambridgeshire on the website Your Life, Your Choice
www.yourlifeyourchoice.org.uk 

If you think you may need help with mental health issues
you should contact your GP in the first instance.
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01223 812444

CB25 9HA

Unfortunately, our April speaker had to cancel and we were lucky that Andrew Harper-Scott
from Scotsdales (Horningsea) stepped in. He talked about summer bedding plants from
seed to garden, pots and baskets. Initially when sowing seeds into trays, use a very fine and
open compost, especially for small seeds. Spread them thinly, cover loosely with soil and
level the top.Ideally water the trays from the bottom. Larger seeds can be put straight into
a cell insert. 

For hanging baskets use peat based, organic or soil based compost, multi purpose
compost has much more texture and strands than seed compost. It is a good idea to add
water retaining crystals to the soil, they will swell, the plant roots will grow into it and take
the water. You can add in a slow release fertiliser which will feed the basket for 6 months.
Place empty basket over a bucket to give it a firm base. A range of colours will work as the
greenery will offset it. Lobelia is a good cheap plant to use and as it is the first plant to
shrivel when dry, it is a good indicator that the basket is drying out. If the lobelia looks dead
cut it back really hard and it might revive. If the hanging basket is to be placed next to a
wall he suggested that you turn it around from time to time to give the whole basket an even
amount of sunlight.

For container planting it doesn’t matter what type of container (wood, plastic or
terracotta) you use but break up polystyrene or use old crocs in the bottom for drainage. Plant
bedding plants out when frosts are over, hopefully by the end of May/beginning of June.

We will be visiting Docwra Manor Gardens in June, for further details of our 2014
programme visit www.bottishamgardeningclub.co.uk

Bottisham and District Gardening Club

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 June.

Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

email the editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 
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GCSE Maths Tutor

Ben Horwood MA

22 Woodditton Rd

Newmarket

01638 662079

07753 264135

Italian Native Speaker

Bachelor of Arts in
Interpreting and Translation

in English and French languages

Offers: 

• Language Tuitions 
• Proof-reading
• General and Technical

Translation
• Exams Preparation

From £15 per Hour

Call Daniela On:

07940 541 558

Copy deadline 

for the next issue 

is 14 June.

Please send material 

to the editor at

cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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ALAN R. COOPER 
BSc(Hons)Pod. M.Ch.S

Podiatrist/Chiropodist• Newmarket
(Est. RC Cooper SR Ch.1934)

Routine Chiropody & Home Visits
Ingrown Toenails by Local Analgesia 

& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing)
Briomechanical Assessment + Orthosis

Instruments sterilised by Autoclave

TELEPHONE 01638 662840
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

GERMAN
LANGUAGE
COACHING

Native German Speaker
Qualified Teacher

Coaching to GCSE level

Karin Hulme 812669

Electrician
J.W.Electrical

Competitive Prices
Free Estimates
Fast Friendly

Service
Part P Approved for
Building Regulations

07804 896861
01223 574262

Our Triangle Book Sale in late April raised £104 for our funds – it was a cold morning and
quite windy so we were surprised at the result. As we were only able to put out part of the
books we had available for sale we shall be holding another book sale on Saturday 12th
July. Same time same place.

We have recently received a summary of our performance for the year to 31st March
which shows that on the whole we are doing well. Visitor numbers are up by 11% and due to
our recent purchase of large print books in adult fiction these borrowings have shown a 55%
increase. The number of junior fiction books taken out shows a 40% decrease and we shall try
to address this problem by buying more books when we have more shelving available. Now
that we have a weekly delivery service between the Cambridge libraries the number of books
being reserved (for free) has gone up by 34%.  Please continue to use the service.

Our 11th Annual General Meeting is in the Library on Tuesday 1st July at 7pm. Members
will receive the agenda shortly. New members are most welcome and it only costs £1 to join.

Sylvia Overton

Bottisham Community Library 

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 June.

Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

email the editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 

Hilton Park Care Centre

Summer Fair
Saturday 7th June 2014 

from 2.30 - 4.30pm

Attractions include

Fair Organ / Grand Raffle / BBQ and Refreshments / Lana Handbags

Jewellery / Avon / Toni’s Ices / Phoenix Cards / Model Railway

Tombolas and Childrens’ Games

This year we will have a Bouncy Castle

Test your shooting skills at the Saloon Bar Shoot Out.
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Sterling Farm, Heath Road, Swaffham Prior, CB25 0LA
Phone/Fax: 01638 745564 • Mobile: 07889 043838

e-mail: kim.sheldrick@virgin.net

Latest timetables should be available in the post offices. Changes are usually slight but
important if they are earlier. A guided bus extension is proposed to the new railway station
at Chesterton sidings. It would be built probably by Balfour Beatty. As with the HS2 rail
project there are arguments for and against. A positive and welcome local transport
development is the plan proposed by South Cambs. DC to run a BikeBus Explorer. It will
run on a circular route from Cambridge railway station to Gamlingay stopping at Wimpole
Hall and 4 Wildlife Trust reserves. It will run every Sunday and on Bank Holidays with four
round trips. The bus will have 20 seats and tow a trailer for 24 bicycles and cycle stands will
be fitted at key locations. Leaflets and maps will be evailable to encourage cycling and
walking in the areas covered. Simon Norton writes in the CN suggesting that other routes
could be set up covering Cambridge/Ely to include Anglesey Abbey and Wicken Fen as well
as Stretham and Prickwillow. Also Huntingdon/St Neots and Huntingdon/Peterborough. I
remember a Whippet bus years ago that did connect Bottisham with Ely via Wicken Fen.
Those without a car do tell me of the difficulties of trying to travel anywhere on a Sunday.
The Whippet Coastal services are now running for those able to get to the A1303/Bottisham
High St. Junction - 01954/230011. These include Sunday trips.

Suffolk County Council are good with public transport - they are joining with First
Eastern Counties to investigate punctuality of buses and real time equipment is to be fitted
on the buses. Ipswich and Lowestoft traffic management controls are to prioritise buses at
traffic lights. The problems with Cambridge traffic are on-going - too many cars!

Rail has been in the news - Eurostar is on track with surging sales, up by 7 p.c. to £227m.
But the HS2 may be threatened by scrapping the cross Channel link. People in the North
would like direct access to France and beyond. One does sympathise with people on the
proposed route of the HS2 who will have the disturbance of the building project and possibly
losing their homes. Just having the street light fiasco has been bad enough. Christian
Wolmar, the transport specialist, is backing renationalisation of the railways as the franchises
come up for renewal. Abellio, which operates the Greater Anglian franchise, has just been
granted an extension but things will be up for renewal next year. They do have problems in
the Netherlands, their home country, but say they are pressing ahead with plans in the UK.
The DLR franchise is up for tender and the result is due this summer. Serco, now managed
by Churchill's grandson, Rupert Soames, has run the service since 1997 but has had a profits
warning and although they are shortlisted by Transport for London so are Stagecoach and
Keolis/AmeyRail.

Germany also has problems as there are doubts about their new airport at Berlin. Dogged
by delays and spiralling costs, it now seems it is 10% too small. 

Railway journey documentaries are popular on the television and several companies offer
holidays - see beautiful Britain and Europe by train suggests Railtrail - 01538/382323 -
www.railtrail.co.uk. The Bookpeople offers suggestions with Bus-Pass Britain - where to
stop and explore and plenty of quirky stories; Railway Day Trips by Collins - 150 day trips
with maps and route diagrams, also history and geography; Julia Bradbury's Railway walks
- don your walking boots! 0845 602 4040 to order.

Our regular rail journeys from Newmarket to Lowestoft via Ipswich continue and it is good
to see the Freightliner trains and the containers which must take heavy traffic off the A14. 

Rail info: 08457 48 49 50 Traveline: 0871 200 22 33 Happy travelling!
Paddy James 

Public Transport Matters
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PAINTING AND

DECORATING

PROPERTY

AND GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

CALL STEVE

on
01223 812434

or
Mobile 07445 459957
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1st Bottisham Scout Group
Hiring Service

Bottisham Scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit, 

jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc.

For hall hire contact Adam Paul 
adampaul@btopenworld.com • 01223 813531 •  MOB 07841 930065

We also have a trailer and a trailer tent available for hire.
For equipment hire contact Peter Terry: 812684 
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REFLEXOLOGY
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y

Reflexology has been 
an effective treatment for:

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis 
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including

PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders •
Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions

(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies!
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old.

Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA

Tel: 01223 811045 

or 07821 611315

**Gift vouchers available**

The young footballers from Bottisham distinguished themselves again on 24th April on behalf of
Cambridge & District Schools U15 when they met Liverpool Schools in the first leg of the
National Football Cup Final. There were uncanny similarities with their semi-final game in that
they started strongly and took a deserved two goal lead – both scored by local rising star Callum
Fullwood – before tiring in the later stages. This time though, the opposition forced a stupendous
equaliser in the dying moments to take the tie into the second leg, at Goodison Park on Friday
16th May, all square at 2-2. 

With apologies to all those who (rightly) think there is a lot more to sport than football, I must
seize the moment to offer a few comments on the recent anti-racism campaign precipitated by
Brazilian Dani Alves, who ate a banana thrown at him from the crowd when playing for
Barcelona recently in the Spanish league at Villarreal. I’m sure no-one will be silly enough to
emulate Alves’ actions in the event of a repeat situation, but this struck me as a particularly sharp
response in the face of mindless hatred, and his fellow countryman and team mate Neymar
wasted no time in launching a social media campaign hashtagged “We are all monkeys”. The
cause was taken up by a Brazilian advertising agency who has taken it ‘viral’ with the idea of
rendering the racists powerless. Isn’t it wonderful how one small courageous act of principle can
have such an impact on attitudes worldwide?

The other big story in football – domestic football at least – in recent weeks, was the sacking
of manager David Moyes by Manchester United. Did anyone else find this extraordinary act by
ManU shabby and disreputable? This club – once the second favourite team of almost every
football fan, but now reviled among all supporters but their own – firstly awarded Moyes a six
year contract entirely on the say-so of the retiring manager Alex Ferguson. Then they sacked him
after only 10 months in post - the real hypocrisy being that they made a big noise about showing
Moyes respect by sacking him before commencing the search for his replacement, but then they
leaked the news to the press the day before Moyes himself was informed. I almost laughed out
loud when it was announced that Ferguson would be playing a ‘key role’ in selecting the
replacement. Has this man no shame? Just what is his hold over the owners of this club? Yes, he
brought them unprecedented success over a two decades, and credit to him for that; but do they
not see that he cynically preserved his own ‘legend’ by walking away from an ageing team that
required major surgery, if not a complete re-build, before challenging the might of the other
foreign-owned powers at the top of the Prem again?

To other parts of the sporting world then… early May was a good period for British
cycling. Not only did the CB5ers get down to some more serious distances on Sunday
mornings and weekday evenings, now that the weather had turned a little kinder, but both
Mark Cavendish and Chris Froome enjoyed some success in Turkey and Switzerland
respectively whilst ‘warming up’ for the Tour de France (scheduled to start in Yorkshire and
Cambridge in July). Whilst Cav the Manx Missile was claiming four sprint stage wins in
the 8-day Tour of Turkey, Vroom Froome was nailing the Time Trial to take the Tour of
Romandie for the second year running; both riders announcing that they were ‘on schedule’
with their Tour preparation. It’s going to be quite a year, folks!

And while we were waiting for the dramas of the Summer to unfold, there was a thrilling
climax to the snooker World Championships at the Crucible in Sheffield in May. Mark Selby
made an astonishing comeback from 10-5 down to outplay Ronnie O’Sullivan in every
department in the later stages and win a magnificent final by 18-4. Not only was this a deserved
reward for one of the honest-to-goodness professionals of the game but O’Sulivan, too, showed
real class in defeat, describing his opponent as “just too good” and “a worthy champion”. 

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 49.)
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12 High Street Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9DA
Tel: 01223 811281 PO Tel: 01223 812863 

Shop opening: 5.30am-8pm 7 days
Post Office: 9am-5.30pm Sat 9am-12.30pm

Your All-in-One Shop
Groceries, chilled & frozen food, delicatessen, confectionery, off-licence,

haberdashery, household, healthcare, stationery and greeting cards. 
Free local delivery of grocery orders 

TV licence, Top-ups, elec/gas keys/tokens, money transfer, phone cards, congestion charges.
Newsagency with home delivery to Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, 
Six Mile Bottom and Swaffham Bulbeck. Dry Cleaning & Floral Service

FREE TO USE ATM MACHINE
Vehicle Licences • Personal Banking • Foreign Exchange 

Phone Cards & Mobile Top-Ups • On-line Lottery.

Nice to see him in a happier place, mentally. Let’s hope his psychologist Steve Peters can make
the England footballers even happier than that in June! 

On a rather sad note: May saw the untimely death of former British no.1 tennis player, Elena
Baltacha, through liver cancer. Newly retired and married when diagnosed, Baltacha – the
daughter of former Ipswich Town footballer Sergei – was regarded as a true warrior in her sport
and her presence as a developer of young tennis talent, especially in East Anglia, will be sorely
missed. RIP Elena.

But one likes to believe that, for every tragedy, there is a triumph! On 5th May, our very own
Chris (the ref) and Graham (Dizzy) Darling completed the Milton Keynes Marathon. Can anyone
guess which of the above gentlemen clocked a time of 2hrs 51mins? Absolutely astonishing!
Congratulations on a supreme effort chaps - you are both Champions!

TTFN Gerry Daish

(Sports Nut continued.)

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 June.

Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset? 

email the editor for details: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk 
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ANGLIA TREE CARE
LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE

80% oF ouR WoRk IS VIA ReCoMMenDATIonS
TRee SuRGeRY & FeLLInG • HeDGe MAInTenAnCe

STuMP GRInDInG • FuLLY QuALIFIeD
FuLLY InSuReD • 24/7 SeRVICe
All work carried out to BS 3998

Free estimates Given within 7 days

Tel. 01223 424454 • InFo@AnGLIATReeCARe.Co.uk

M E M B E R
Guild of Master Craftsmen

News from Anglesey Abbey

There’s a real buzz of excitement at Anglesey Abbey as we prepare to open the Domestic Wing
of the House giving visitors the chance to experience ‘life below stairs’.

A grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund has enabled us to restore the kitchen, scullery, butler’s
pantry, brushing room and servant’s hall back to their 1960’s heyday. Visitors will enjoy a truly
interactive experience – with the aroma of freshly ground coffee or the heady tang of period
cleaning products like Vim or Zebo hanging in the air, and the hits of the 60’s blaring from the
radio in the servant’s hall. Encounter volunteers will give demonstrations of butlering skills,
coffee roasting or cocktail making, whilst encouraging visitors to join–in and have a go.

Residents from local villages have been crucial to the overall success of the project,
whether contributing to the development of an oral archive, donating artefacts to dress the
rooms, or training to become Encounter volunteers, who will really bring the Domestic
Wing alive for our visitors. 

The doors to the Domestic Wing will open on 12 June and we are organising a traditional
1960’s village fete on Saturday 28 June between 11am -3pm, to mark its official opening. It
promises to be fun event for all the family with traditional stalls, games, live music and
refreshments. To celebrate our links with the local villages we would like to invite residents of
Bottisham to the fete. Please bring a utility bill or other form of identification with your address
to show at reception to get free admission.

If you’re looking for some gentle exercise why not join our weekly Heart Beat Health Walk.
Walks depart the main car-park every Thursday at 1.30pm and last around an hour covering 3 –
4 miles (dogs on leads welcome).   

At Wicken Fen, Joan Childs has been appointed Strategic Manager for the Reserve and
Vision project. Joan joins us from the RSPB where she was site manager at the Ryemeads
Reserve in Hertfordshire. She has plenty of experience in site management, as well as youth
work and wildlife crime investigation. She is also a trained entomologist.

If you have some free time on your hands we have a number of volunteering
opportunities for Catering, and Summer Learning Assistants. Work in the café involves
taking orders, preparing hot drinks, and clearing tables. The hours can be really flexible –
please call or email our Catering Manager, Anita on 01353 724713
anita.escott@nationaltrust.org.uk to find out more.  Summer Events Assistants are needed to
help our Learning and Community Team to prepare and run events throughout the summer
holidays. At time commitment of a least 2 days a week is required (starting on 24 July) plus
a few days before the start of the summer holidays for training and event preparation. Please
contact our Learning and Community Officer, Jenny Kershaw on 01353 720274 or e-mail
jenny.kershaw@nationaltrust.org.uk if you’re interested or would like more information.

TIME4TEA
I N  A I D  O F  T H E  

M E N I N G I T U S  T R U S T

Friday 11th July at 2.30 p.m.
59 Beechwood Avenue, Bottisham

£2 entrance • RAFFLE

For further information 
Grace Rayner  811611
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M&P
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN

Patios, Block Paving, Fencing,
Turfing and all Gardening needs.

References available on request.

Local tradesman • Free estimates

PLEASE CALL

01223 811144
MOB 07837 358550

An Account of Bottisham Recreation Ground – Past & Present:   
Part III & Conclusion:

In my last article we had established that Bottisham Recreation Ground (BRG) was
established in 1923 by courtesy of a 20 year lease from Mr Soames Jenyns. However, in
1941 the BRG was requisitioned by the Air Ministry in aid of the War Effort but, come
1943, the lease was not renewed due to many war time uncertainties. Meanwhile a
temporary arrangement was reached with the Warden of the Village College in 1941 for the
village to use the College Playing Fields.

Consequently in 1943, faced with the possibility of the unlikely return of BRG, the Parish
Council wrote to the Cambridgeshire Education Committee. On 2nd November 1943 the CEC
resolved that Bottisham Parish Council be informed that village teams can use the College’s
Playing Fields subject to application being made to the Warden. Given the support for the village
that Mr Edwards showed in 1941 it is safe to conclude that such permission was not withheld.

Nevertheless, in March 1944 Parish Council again began to consider alternative sites suitable
for a new village Recreation Ground. An area formerly known as ‘Camping Close’ in the
ownership of Downing College was put forward. Discussions were then held with the Bursar of
Downing College but unfortunately it is recorded on 20 July 1944 that no arrangement could be
made with the College (Downing) and, as little or no assistance could found elsewhere, the Parish
Council agreed to delay further discussion.

Then in the late 1940s Newmarket RDC stepped in
and earmarked the old BRG for ‘social housing’ using
compulsory purchasing powers. But nothing was
concluded before Mr Jenyns (the land owner) had
‘verbal’ assurances from both Cambridgeshire County
Council (CCC) and Newmarket RDC, that the village’s
continued use of the College Playing Fields was
assured (a ‘Gentleman’s Agreement’ and a handshake
in those days was as good as a written contract).
Everything then goes very quiet until in March 1953
when it is recorded in the Annual Parish Meeting
minutes that Parish Council supported the proposal
from Newmarket RDC to develop the Old Recreation
Ground as a housing site, as the village’s recreation
was now well catered for at the Village College. 

The village began to attract younger families from
which a need developed for play equipment. On the 29

March 1954 the CEC agreed to the erection of swings on the Junior side of the school (South-
Eastern side). The CEC also gave permission for village children to use this area outside of school
hours and for Sunday Cricket to be played there. See the plan on page 55 for the approximate
area permitted for village use by CCC in 1953.

Old Recreation Ground
But the quest for a new village Recreation Ground had not gone away. Again in 1955

Councillor Paul reported at the March Parish Meeting that further consideration had been given
for a new Village Recreation Ground and Village Hall. He commented that the Council had
decided that in view of the excellent facilities provided by the Village College the Council would
not feel justified in undertaking such schemes. 

Jolley Old World

(Jolley continued on page 55.)

The site of ‘Camping Close’ - extracted from
a Pre Enclosure Map dated 1798



Another period of calm followed until, on 10 June 1965, yet
another Parish Meeting was called to discuss the proposal that
the Parish should have a separate Recreation Ground. By this
time the old Recreation Ground – Jenyns Close had
accumulated 50 or so houses and bungalows and the new Park
Estate was about to deliver further 250 or thereabouts. The
village population was plainly growing fast hence the
recreational facilities of the previous 10 years or so were felt to
be insufficient…

Clearly nothing much had been achieved for at the annual
Parish Meeting held on 14 March 1966 Mr Edmund Rank asked
what progress had been made on the acquisition of land for a
new Recreation Ground. It was minuted that every effort would
be made to obtain a piece of land for such purposes in the future. 

This latter statement is interesting because it in effect
suggests that Parish Council was (and still is for that matter)

experiencing difficulty in finding and acquiring land for a new Recreation Ground. Along with
the 1955 comment; it also indicates that the said earlier agreements and assurances given to Mr
Jenyns and hence to the village were influencing village ‘recreational policy’. For example; in the
1980s the village precept helped subsidise the building of a swimming pool on the Village College
site and village volunteers built and maintained a new Sports Pavilion, both facilities still used
today. Further reading shows that similar Parish Meetings and deliberations are recorded
throughout the 70s, 80s and 90s...

So to end and to bring these three articles to a close; the documented history is there for all to
read. It confidently leads the reader to conclude that the demise of the old BRG was based on
agreements and assurances given to the village. Clearly then today’s aspirations for new
recreational space remain the responsibility of both Parish Council and, since CCC is no longer
formally involved, the Village College Governing Body. It is good to hear and to read that,
through a renaissance of ‘goodwill’, this has been recognised by both parties and a dialogue is
ongoing. I am sure we all hope for a positive outcome. TJ
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SPECIALISTS IN THE HOME, WORKPLACE, COMMERCIAL
AND THE FARMING COMMUNITY

Mice • Rats. Moles • Rabbits • Squirrels • Wasps • Insects 
Birds • Foxes • Deer management

HONEY BEE COLLECTION SERVICE

TEL. BURWELL 01638 741616
Free Surveys 24/7 service

www.apc-pest-control.co.uk email: arksg@live.co.uk

APC Pest Control

(Jolley continued.)

Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre
2014 performances of Gilbert & Sullivan’s ‘Patience’

at the ‘Theatre in a Barn’, Downing Farm, Swaffham Bulbeck on:

Wednesday 11 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £9

Thursday 12 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £9

Friday 13 June 2014 at 7.30pm - £10

Saturday 14 June 2014 at 2.30pm (matinee) - £6 and 7.30pm - £10.

Tickets available to purchase online from Ticket Source

http://sbst.ticketsource.co.uk/



1st Bottisham Scouts need you!
1st Bottisham scouts are looking for helpers to support our leaders as
they work with our young people in all areas of scouting. 

You will probably be aware that Bottisham is growing, and we are
anticipating a significant rise in the number of children wanting to
benefit from a place with 1st Bottisham. What we would like to do is to
‘be prepared’ by adding to our team of already experienced leaders. This will mean that we have
more options when the need arises.

We are looking for people with energy and enthusiasm who can offer regular help in one of
the sections (beavers, cubs or scouts). It doesn’t have to be every week; alternate weeks or once
a month would be fine. All positions are completely voluntary, and all leaders and committee
members are CRB checked due to the nature of the service we provide. The Scout Association
pays for any checks, and training is provided.

Our leaders find their role to be a very rewarding one. We have some great young people in
Bottisham, and scouting gives them a range of exciting opportunities and challenges which you
could help to provide. If you are interested in becoming a helper, please contact:
Chris Jackson-Kew (Group Scout Leader) 07500 831761 • cjk@jks-fleet.co.uk
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At a Glance

JUNE
3/10/11/17/18/24/25 BRBL Line dancing
3 Bottisham in stitches – 7.00pm Queens court
7 Hilton Park Fair
7 BRBL ‘The Village Social’ Dance with The Sigma Collective
17 Lode Village fete
17 WI - Talk on Life in medieval England
19 MU - Talk
21 AMEY CESPA Open day
27 Gardening Club Summer outing
28 BVC – Summer Ball
29 Armed Forces Day service – Holy Trinity 3.00pm

JULY
1/8/9/15/16/22/23/29/30 BRBL Line dancing
1 Bottisham in stitches – 7.00pm Queens court
1 Library AGM 7.00pm in the library
5 Saplings ‘Scoot for Loot’ day
11 Meningitis trust ‘Time 4 Tea’ Fundraising
12 Book sale on the triangle
20 BRBL Family Day – Wing Beats animal encounters

GC = Bottisham & District Gardening Club meets at BRBL Poppy Restaurant at 7.30pm • BRBL
= Bottisham Royal British Legion Social Club • BBPC = Bottisham & Burwell Photographic Club
meets Tuesdays at Lode Chapel 7.30pm - Non Member £2 • W I = Meet at the BVC Lecture Room
at 7.30pm • Lib = Bottisham Community Library Assoc. • MU = Mother’s Union meet at Lode
Chapel 2.30pm Third Thursday ••• This list is intended to be a ‘quick view one liner’ with brief
details and a contact number if possible. Please let the editor have details by the 11th. e-mail:
cresset@bottishambbpc.org.uk
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• En-suite rooms with colour TV.

Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 June. 

Please send material to the editor at
cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

Do something special… Become a Foster Carer in 2014
Cambridgeshire County Council needs more foster families to help transform lives and meet
the needs of local children and young people. Although the service has seen an increase in
enquiries they still need to encourage more people to make that call and consider fostering. 

People become Foster Carer because they want to give children and young people a
home for as long as they needed it. There are so many positive changes that a families love
and commitment can make and anyone who has a caring nature should consider fostering. 

Every child is different so we need different Foster Carers. If you have a spare room and
can offer stability, security and the positive experience of a loving family then we want to
hear from you. 

You might be: • Married, in a civil partnership, single or living with a partner • From an ethnic
background • In work, unemployed or retired

Recruiting local people will mean that children and young people can live in their own
community, continue to attend the same school and maintain contact with their family and friends.

In return we offer generous allowances including a start up package, 24 hour support and full
training. Call our freephone number on 0800 052 0078 or email fanda@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

JEFFREY D. WICK
PAINTER / DECORATOR

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES

OAP Discount

Reliable & Professional service

Phone: 01223 813762

Mobile: 07788 165676

11 Heath Road

Swaffham Bulbeck

Cambridge

CB25 0LS
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Are we a Christian country?

I’m writing a week or so after the Prime Minister drew harsh criticism upon himself, from a
number of humanists, atheists, and others, for asserting that Britain is a Christian country.

Rowan Williams, the ex-Archbishop of Canterbury, responded by saying that we are a post-
Christian society, which doesn’t necessarily mean non-Christian, but rather that our society has a
cultural memory which is still quite strongly Christian.

It is surely undeniable that the foundations of many of our laws, our moral values, our system
of government, our welfare and social programmes, our care for the weak and the vulnerable, are
rooted in Christian principles. Today, however, in many of these areas, Christian influence is
being eroded.

To a Christian the figures are not encouraging. In the 2001 Census 72% of the UK population
claimed to be Christian, although only 5% are actually in church on any given Sunday. 

A Church of England report, published in 2004, concluded that Christianity is no longer at the
heart of the nation, ‘Although people may identify themselves as ‘Christian’ in the national
census, for the majority that does not involve belonging to a worshipping community, or any
inclination that it should.’

Another survey in 2007 found that almost 70% of the UK population have no intention of
attending a church service at any point in the future!

So was David Cameron right? Surely we have to say that on the basis of actual faith and
commitment we can hardly claim to be a Christian country.

What would a truly Christian country look like anyway?
Honesty and integrity in business; truth and justice in the legal system; faithfulness in

relationships; respect for others, even if you don’t share their beliefs; compassion and
practical concern for the poor and needy; help and healing for the sick; a determination to
work together for the common good.

Now, I would have to confess that not everyone who professes to be a Christian
measures up to those standards. And also that many people who do not profess to be
Christians measure up much better than I do!

Even if we were able to create a society like that it would still not make Britain a
Christian country, because Christianity is first and foremost about faith. It is not something
which is endowed automatically by virtue of being born in a ‘Christian’ country. It is about
what people believe in and put their trust in. Without personal conviction and faith in Jesus
there is no Christianity. 

At RE:NEW we try to explore what it means to be a Christian in a world which seems
increasingly hostile to our beliefs; and we aim to be a group of people who try to put into practice
the teaching of Jesus that we should love one another; love our neighbours; and even love our
enemies! Tough call! But we promise a warm welcome to anyone who would like to come along
and give it a try!

Christian country – No! Christian believers trying to make a difference in the world – Yes!

RE:NEW

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 June. 

Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

(re:NeW continued on page 63.)
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SN Handyman Services
A friendly and reliable service for all 

your general home and garden maintenance. 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass

Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds 

▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing 

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…!

Free estimates & advice given on all work

References available upon request.

P L E A S E  C A L L  

Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701
Bay Tree Cottage ▶74 High St ▶Swaffham Bulbeck

RE:NEW Services in June 2014.
1 June 10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (Bottisham Primary School)

With Holy Communion
8 June 10.30am – RE:NEW Café style (at the School)
8 June 6.20pm – Traditional service. (Lode Chapel)

15 June 10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (at the School)
22 June 10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (at the School)

22 June 6.20pm – Traditional service. (Great Wilbraham Chapel)

For more information about any of the activities of RE:NEW please contact
Rev. Keith Morrison on C.813055 or Peter Wells on C.812388.

Email: pandawells@cheerful.com Or visit our website at www.re-new.me.uk

(re:NeW continued.)

We met at Queens Court in April and celebrated our 96th Birthday with wine and cup cakes.
We chose not to have a speaker for the evening and it was a good social event with an
entertaining quiz. The round tables in the main hall of Queens Court are ideal for an
informal meeting and we are very grateful for the support we receive from the Care Home
staff. They always make us very welcome.

Our walking group did a circular walk from the garden centre at Horningsea to Milton
Country Park. There were 14 of us on this occasion. The darts group are continuing practice
sessions and have had mixed results in the matches played recently.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 17th June when Dr Mike Wabe will come and talk about
Life in Medieval England. I understand that he will be dressed as a monk and promises to be an
entertaining speaker. This will be at our usual venue in the Lecture Room at the College at
7.30pm. New members and visitors are always welcome. 

Bottisham WI
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The Rain Spot

As we tend to believe that April is the month of April Showers, I thought we would look at
the ‘April Showers’ for the last ten years here in Bottisham. You will see how difficult it is
for our weather experts in the Met. to predict rainfall, even allowing for the ‘April’ factor.
You can see that the two very low Aprils would hardly amount to one shower. To clarify, the
figure for this year is 17.3mm. Terry Chapman

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 June.
Please send material to the editor at cresset@bottishampc.org.uk

JANE NEWBURY
SCHOOL OF DANCING

M O N D AY S  
Nursery Movement — 3:00-3:30pm
Junior Ballet — 3:45-4:15pm
Junior Modern Dance — 4:15-4:45pm
Intermediate Ballet — 4:45-5:15pm
Senior Modern Dance — 5:15-5:45pm

Senior Ballet — 5:45-6:30pm
Ladies Ballet — 6:30-7:30pm
W E D N E S D AY S
Dance Club A — 4:30-5:30pm
Dance Club B — 5:30-6:30pm
Adult Tap Class — 6:30-7:30pm

Dance classes in Swaffham Bulbeck School Hall

For further details please telephone 01223 812154

EX ROYAL BALLET
A . I . S . T. D .  (C .B . )

‘Golden Decades’ 2014
Fresh from our 100% success in our medal Assessments at the end of March, over 100 children
and young people aged from 3 to 19 years of age, who are taught by Jane Newbury are now busily
rehearsing for a big Charity Dance Extravaganza, the proceeds of which will go to the East
Anglian Air Ambulance. 

The Show is called ‘Golden Decades’ and the theme this year is music and dances from the
1920’s to present day. So there will be Charleston, and Jive as well as Classical Ballet, Tap, Jazz
Dance and Musical Theatre. A great mix of Dance styles. There will be two performances at
Burwell Village College on Saturday July 5th at 2.30pm and 7.30pm. 

Priority for tickets will be given to parents initially, but they will then be on sale generally
from June 20th. Tickets in Swaffham Bulbeck and Bottisham will be available from Mary Jane
Montgomerie House 01223 812481. Price – Adaults £9.00 and Primary school children £5.00.

Do please come along and support the dancers and hopefully our donation may make a
difference and keep the air ambulance flying. We hope we won’t ever need it, but it’s comforting
to know it’s there, in an emergency! 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 June. 

Please send material to the editor at
cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
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LODE HALF MARATHON & 3 MILE FAMILY FUN RUN 
Sponsored by Scotsdales Garden Centres and Sweatshop

The 4th Lode Half Marathon is fast approaching
and this year our principal charity is Prostate Cancer.
Over the last 3 years we have had great support and
raised over £8000 for charity and local causes. 

ENTRY is now open so if you are a runner please
get your entry in as soon as possible. If you are not a
runner but would like to help with stewarding please
get in touch. 

It is being held on Sunday 2nd November 2014 at
10 a.m. - our race HQ is the Fassage Hall in Lode. The
Family Fun Run will start at 10.15 a.m. 

The course is flat and takes you from 
Lode village, along the “Lodes Way” to Wicken Fen
and back, with water stations along the way. Last
year’s runners said it was great to run through such
lovely countryside. Trophies will be awarded and each
runner who completes the course will receive a medal.

See our website for further details www.loderunners.co.uk  
or contact Tessa Shrubbs on 01223 811812 or email: lodefarm@aol.com

Parish Council Notes

Parish Council legally have to re-elect a Chair and Vice Chair each year and this was done at
the May meeting. Christine Bryant has agreed to continue as Chair for a further year and
Steven Aronson will continue as Vice Chair. 

We have been more than disappointed with the replacement of the street lights in the village. We
feel that the whole project has been dealt with badly and that both Balfour Beatty and the County
Council have let us down in terms of consultation and general communication and acting upon
residents complaints. It was unacceptable that holes were dug and then left for several weeks with
bollards around them and no action taking place. Residents were unable to use sections of the
footpath, the school bus had difficulty manoeuvring in Bell Road the village generally looked messy.
We will be writing to both Balfour Beatty and the Chief Executive of the County Council to express
our concerns. Although the street lighting is now complete they still have to come back and replace
a light in Downing Close with one from Jenyns Close which was the original plan.

The District Council have asked for formal notification of whether the Parish Council want to
take over the public open space area at Ancient Meadows. East Cambs have confirmed that there
was supposed to be a public open space with a play area built here but this had not happened as
the developer went into liquidation. It was a condition of the Section 106 agreement that whoever
takes over responsibility for the area must put a play park on it, which we were not aware of. Parish
Council took the decision that we did not want to take over the responsibility of this area and will
pass it back to East Cambs District Council. We feel that East Cambs are better equipped to deal
with the legalities of all of this. Also we had looked at a quote from the grass cutters for maintaining
the area and we believed this to be approximately £1200 annually. 

Following on from play areas, we have not yet had another meeting with the Village
College but Councillor Bryant did attend a meeting there with Julie Cornwell from ECDC to
discuss funding which may be available to the College for community use. 

Traffic calming for Bell Road and Tunbridge Lane is now on course again. Highways had
recommended several changes which we have now agreed to and the work will be advertised
in the local papers. The consultation ends the 19th June but we still await a definite start date.
The 30mph limit will be extended to the end of Bell Road although Highways did not
recommend this and said that it is our responsibility but we were happy with this as it is what
residents in the area wanted.

County Councillor Shuter has heard back from Highways regarding the Quy roundabout
junction and they are unfortunately unable to change the lane priorities which we are
disappointed about. We await the report on the reasons why.

A vacancy on Parish Council still remain. Further details available from the Parish Clerk.

PLANNING NOTES

14/00359/FUM Crystal Park, Tunbridge Lane. Erection of 24 dwellings, new access and
associated works. NEW APPLICATION • Neighbours of the site have expressed their concerns and
we also have concerns. It was recognised that the site is in a state of decay and is in need of
regeneration but Cllr Buchanan stated that we as a Parish Council have always stated that we are
opposed to any large development in the village and this has been expressed to East Cambs
numerous times before. It was felt that the infrastructure of the village was already stretched, even
more so since the inclusion of 50 houses off of Bell Road. The College is over subscribed for this
September’s intake by 40+ and the problem will only be exacerbated by more development. There
are concerns regarding car parking, overlooking of neighbouring properties and also the number of
4 bed homes. We have been told that if the development goes ahead the developer will be liable for
any costs to any changes that would need to be made to the traffic calming in Tunbridge Lane. Parish
Council therefore do not support this application. (Parish Council Notes continued on page 68.)
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Cllr Buchanan will be sending a formal response to East Cambs and District Councillor Stevens
will put the application through to Committee decision. 

14/00337/FUL 106 High Street Proposed summerhouse NEW APPLICATION •
Although this is in the conservation area there is minimal impact to surroundings and the
application is supported by Parish Council.

14/00480/FUL 28 Peacock Drive Single storey side and two storey rear extension
RESUBMITTED APPLICATION This application is supported by Parish Council

68

Be cautious of traders 
who call at your door

Advice from Trading Standards

In the last 5 years it is estimated that £1 million has been paid to rogue traders by

older residents living in Cambridgeshire. In most cases the rogue trader will have

called at the customer’s door offering to do work on their house or garden, and will

have overcharged for unnecessary and shoddy work.

These are serious crimes, in some cases costing the customer their life savings

and often leading to them being fearful in their own homes. 

At Trading Standards we would like to make you aware of the telltale signs of

rogue traders to help you avoid them. We would also urge you to pass this advice

on to elderly friends and relatives. 

Rogue traders typically:

• Call at the door offering services such as replacing a loose roof tile, roof or

gutter cleaning, gardening, house maintenance, jet washing, driveway paving

and tree felling.

• Engage with the customer to win their trust e.g. claiming to have been

before, claiming they are working up the street etc. They will seem very

friendly and chatty.

• Start with a small job such as gutter cleaning and then claim further work is

needed. This subsequent work will not be quoted for and will run into

thousands of pounds.

• Make fraudulent claims e.g. moss growth on a roof causes severe damage

and needs to be washed off, painting a roof is necessary to protect it. 

• Fail to give you written notice of your right to cancel which is required for

most contracts agreed at home. 

• Use intimidation to extort money and often take the customer to a bank or

cash point to withdraw cash (a criminal offence).

• Return again and again demanding further payment for bogus reasons e.g.

claiming that VAT has not been paid.

If you think rogue traders are currently at your property, are in the vicinity or are

due to return, please contact the police on 999. If you think rogue traders have

done some work for you but have left, contact our advice partner, Citizens Advice

Consumer Helpline, on 08454 040506 for advice. 

In terms of finding a trader you can trust, seek recommendations from friends

and family where possible. Alternatively, use a trader on our Buy with Confidence

approved trader scheme who will have been thoroughly checked by us. To find an

approved trader visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk, call the Citizens Advice

Consumer Helpline (above) or visit your local library, where staff will be able to look

up traders on the scheme for you. We would always recommend getting three

quotes to ensure the price is competitive. 

There will be fun for all the family at this year’s Re-Cycling Open Day on Saturday
21st June at AmeyCespa’s waste management park on the A10 at Waterbeach. 

With the Tour de France coming to Cambridge, there is a cycling theme to this
year’s event, with a cycle try-out around a recycled track and cycle-powered
smoothie makers showing how to reduce food waste. 

Visitors to the Open Day will be able to see a range of reuse, recycling and
composting exhibitions, including cycle repair workshops from Opportunities Without
Limits, the Sawston based charity that refurbish bikes. There will also be coach tours
of the Waterbeach site to see how Cambridgeshire’s waste is recycled, and walking
tours of AmeyCespa’s Mechanical Biological Treatment plant and Materials Recycling
Facility. There will be model-making activities using waste packaging and
competitions, including the chance to win bike lights if you bring along household
batteries for recycling at the DHL electrical recycling stand. 

The Open Day is a joint venture between AmeyCespa and Cambridgeshire
County Council. Entry is free and the event is open from 10am to 4pm. For more
information call (01223) 861010

Re-Cycling Open Day

at Waterbeach

(Parish Council Notes continued.)

Bottisham Village College

Leavers Ball – Friday 27 June 6.30 -11pm • Following a long tradition, the Year 11 students
culminate their time at Bottisham Village College by celebrating with the Year 11 Leavers’ Ball.
The Ball takes place in a magnificent marquee on the Principal’s lawn. The evening begins with
students arriving in an array of various transport modes, traditionally watched by parents and local
community, followed with a buffet and disco, coming to an end by 11pm. The evening is attended
by members of the teaching and support staff, many of which have taught the students since
starting at the college. 

The Bottisham Ball – Saturday 28 June 7pm – Midnight • The Bottisham Ball on Saturday
28 June is a fundraising event organised by The Friends of Bottisham Village College. The
purpose of the evening is to support the Year 11 Ball by funding the cost of the marquee, which
provides the wonderful send off for the students. This is a thoroughly enjoyable evening,
including good food, entertainment and a live band. The evening begins at 7pm and finishes at
midnight. Tickets for this year’s ball are now sold out. 

Please be assured that arrangements are in place for the smooth running of both events and
we would like to thank you in advance for your kind cooperation for these special events. 

Kate Evans, Principal
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

LIBrAry oPeNING HoUrS

Monday Closed

Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm

Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm

Friday 6-8pm

Saturday 10am-12noon

Working in Partnership with the
County Library Service.

Bottisham Parish Council

CHAIR
CHRISTINE BRYANT 127 High Street 811767

PARISH COUNCILLORS
ROBERT ALTHAM Hall Farm, Lode Road 811418
STEVEN ARONSON 61 Bell Road 812823
HILDA BUCHANAN 55 Beechwood Avenue 811689
MARIA DICKSON 5 Jenyns Clos 812499
ROS HALL 18 Spring Lane 811819
MARK HEIDER 6 Rowley Garden 813524
STEVEN O’DELL 23 Downing Close 812230
JON OGBORN Woodward Drive 812631
PAUL WHITE 65 Ox Meado 813630

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
KEVIN ELLIS 20 Peacock Drive 813034
ROBERT STEVENS 51 Northfields, Lode 811643

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
MATHEW SHUTER The Old Maltings,   01638 508729

High St, Brinkley
PARISH CLERK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD 26 Peacock Drive  07914 219732
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Bottisham Website:................................................................................WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.ORG.UK
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Simon Goddard.......................................................................01223 812881
Bottisham Surgery: ..............................................................................................................................................................
Enquiries and Appointments ..............................................................................................................810030
Out of Hours only – Urgentcare Cambridge ............................................................................................111

Bottisham Library: ............................................................................................................................812354
Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: ...................................................................................................01480 456111
Cambridgeshire Police: ................(NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999
Police community support officer Ian Hawkins PCSO 7274 at Ely Police Station .....Contact through 101 

1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary ..........................................................................811049
Bottisham Boys Football Club: Jim Tideswell .................................................................................812591
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121
Bottisham Community Primary School: Headteacher Paul Belzar.................................................811235
Bottisham Cricket Club: Graham Barker/Charles Fletcher.................................................812087/811039
Bottisham Football: John Turner/Tim Sale ......................................................07841592203/07743862836
Bottisham Pharmacy: ........................................................................................................................812321
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121
Bottisham Royal British Legion Club: Secretary - Suzy Woolley ..................................................812063
Branch Chairman: John Overton .......................................................................................................811792
www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham

Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones .....................................................................813040
Bottisham Sports Association: Graham Barker ................................................................................812087
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250
Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information ........................................................................811372

Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White jenn65@tiscali.co.uk..........................................................811600 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: ..................................................................................01353 665555
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Kevin Ellis ..............................................................................813034

Robert Stevens.........................................................................811643
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk ........01223 813917
Parish Council Chairman: Christine Bryant ....................................................................................811767
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood .................................................................................07914 219732
Queen’s Court Day Centre: ..............................................................................................................811905
MP for Cambs South East Constituency: 
James Paice (House of Commons. London SW1)..............................................Direct Line: 020 7219 5063

E-mail: paicejet@parliament.uk www.jimpaice.com Fax: 020 7219 3804
Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ...................................................................0845 3030666
Saplings Playgroup Playhut:.............................................................................................................813226
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm

CRESSET Editor: ................................................................................................email: cresset@bottishampc.org.uk
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole ................................................................................................................................812573
Design/Artwork: ONG • codge.com • codge@codge.com.................................................................01449 675548

The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes or misprints.
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